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1 . MATTERS RELATING TO THE REPROCESSING PLANT AT TARAPUR HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN SENSITIVE AND THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL INDICATIONS 
SINCE THE AMERICAN ELECTION THAT CHAIRMAN SETHNA HAS CONCLUDED HE 
MUST BE CAUTIOUS IN DISCUSSIONS ON EUTURE NUCLEAR COOPERATION WITH 
THE US WHILE THE GOI TAKES A CLOSER READING ON THE INTENTIONS OE 
THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE WILL BE A 
COMPLETE HALT IN SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS BUT RATHER THAT THE 
CAUTIOUS VIEW WHICH HAS ALWAYS EXISTED IN A PART OP THE GOI WILL 
PREVAIL POR THE TIME BEING. I BELIEVE THAT SETHNA HIMSELF 
RECOGNIZES THAT MOMENTUM ON THE BUY-BACK OPTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR 
MANY REASONS, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OP THE UPCOMING EXHAUSTION OP 
STORAGE SPACE, AND HE WOULD LIKE TO DO WHATEVER CAN BE DONE IN 
THE NEXT PEW MONTHS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT INDIA REMAINS COOPERATIVE 
IN RESOLVING CURRENT PROBLEMS. NEVERTHELESS, THE CONSTRAINTS ON 
HIM INDICATE PROGRESS IS LIKELY TO BE A STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS FOR 
NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

2. IN THIS ATMOSPHERE WE WILL HAVE TO CHOOSE OUR TACTICS MORE 
CAREPULLY THAN EVER AND PROBABLY WORK DIRECTLY WITH SETHNA HIMSELP 
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ON MOST OCCASIONS. WHILE THIS MAY CAUSE SHORT-TERM DELAYS, IT 
ALMOST CERTAINLY IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH WE CAN EXPECT ANY 
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PROGRESS AT ALL DURING THIS TRANSITION PERIOD. 

3. THE CURRENT PROBLEM IS THAT SETHNA IS OUT OE BOMBAY EOR 
REMAINDER THIS WEEK, AND I AM MOST HESITANT TO ADVANCE THE 
REQUEST IN REETEL EOR DATA ON THE REPROCESSING PLANT STORAGE POOL 
TO ANYONE ELSE AT THE lAEC IN HIS ABSENCE. IN MY VIEW IT WOULD 
ALMOST CERTAINLY LEAD TO THE ERECTION OE BARRIERS AND AT THE VERY 
LEAST TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OE A SERIES OE QUID PRO QUOS BEFORE 

HIS ASSOCIATES WOULD RECOMMEND RELEASE OE THE INEORMATION WE 
WEEK. THEREEORE, I BELIEVE WE SHOULD WAIT UNTIL SETHNA'S RETURN 
NEXT WEEK TO DISCUSS THIS REQUEST. IN FACT I BELIEVE IT IS 
SUFEICIENTLY SENSITIVE THAT IT SHOULD AWAIT MY RETURN NEXT 
WEDNESDAY EROM MY INITIAL OEEICIAL CALL IN GOA; BUT IE WASHING- 
TON'S NEED IS URGENT DPO ROSENTHAL COULD PROBABLY ARRANGE TO SEE 
SETHNA ON MONDAY. PLEASE ADVISE DEPARTMENT'S PREEERENCES. 

4. CONGEN URGES THAT ALL MESSAGES RELATING TO THE BUY-BACK ISSUE 
OR THE EUEL STORAGE PROBLEMS BE CLASSIFIED. 

COURTNEY 
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